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short and paddle-like in form, enabling the beetle to perform
its gyrations. The males have the anterior tarsi dilated. The
females are often slightly larger and less shiny.
Eggs are laid on aquatic plants. The larvae are aquatic,
and are furnished with lateral gill processes on each of their
abdominal segments. Pupation takes place in flimsy cocoons,
which are usually attached to aquatic plants, clear of the water.
The adult spends most of its time on the surface of either still
or running water, only diving below the surface on the approach
of danger. They are attracted by light, when they will leave
the water by flight. Both larvae and adults are considered to
be carnivorous.
The family has been monographed by Regimbart in Genera
Insectorum, Pasc. 1 (1902), and also by Sharp. There are
eleven British species (Fowler).
PAXJSSID^E.
Antennae of abnormal and varied forms. Elytra truncate,
pygidium usually exposed.
A moderately large family of about 300 species, well repre-
sented in both tropical and sub-tropical countries. One species
is found in the south of France.
Small beetles, rarely exceeding half an inch in length, usually
black in colour, with deep-blood-red markings. They arc
easily recognizable by the extraordinary forms of the antennae.
The mouth-parts are rather small, with short, curved
mandibles. The antennae are extremely variable, both as to
form and the number of joints, anything from two to eleven,
some of which are often expanded into a leaf- or blade-like form.
The wings are well developed. The legs are stoutly built and
sometimes have the femora and tibiae much expanded.
The larvae, which are carnivorous, and found in ants' nests,
much resemble those of certain Garabids. The adults in nearly
all cases are also myrmecophilous, chiefly inhabiting the nests
of terrestrial ants, although some have been found in the nests
of tree-infesting ants. It has been suggested that these beetles
secrete some substance which ie attractive to the ants. They
also have the power of discharging, with a Blight explosion, a